
A l t h o u g h  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  w a s
e s t ab l i s h e d  ove r  2 0 0  ye a r s  a g o , t h e
b a t t l e  t o  e x t e n d  t h a t  r i g h t  t o  a l l
A m e r i c a n s  wo u l d  t a ke  p l a c e  ove r
m a ny  ye a r s . I t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  t o
t a k e  t h i s  r i g h t  f o r  g r a n t e d , n o t
o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t ’ s  a  f o u n d a t i o n  o f
d e m o c r a c y  a n d  f r e e d o m  i n  t h i s
c o u n t r y, b u t  b e c a u s e  s o  m a n y
p e o p l e  h a ve  s t r u gg l e d  t h r o u g h o u t
h i s t o r y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  p e o p l e
wo u l d  h a ve  a n  e q u a l  vo i c e . A n d  w e
s h o u l d  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t , e v e n
t o d a y, p e o p l e  a l l  ove r  t h e  wo r l d
c o n t i n u e  t o  c o m e  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y
b e c a u s e  o f t h e  f r e e d o m s  a n d
l i b e r t i e s  t h a t  a r e  s o  c e n t r a l  t o
e ve r yd a y  l i ve s .

T H E 1 5 T H A M E N D M E N T -  t h e  r i g h t
o f c i t i ze n s  o f t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o
v o t e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d e n i e d  o r
ab r i d g e d  b y  t h e  U S  o r  b y  a ny  S t a t e
o n  a c c o u n t  o f r a c e , c o l o r  o r
p r e v i o u s  c o n d i t i o n  o r  s e r v i t u d e .

T H E 1 9 T H A M E N D M E N T -  t h e  r i g h t
o f c i t i ze n s  o f t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o
v o t e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d e n i e d  o r
ab r i d g e d  b y  t h e  U S  o r  b y  a ny  S t a t e
o n  a c c o u n t  o f s e x .

T H E 2 6 T H A M E N D M E N T -  t h e  r i g h t
o f c i t i z e n s  o f t h e  U S  w h o  a r e
e i g h t e e n  ye a r s  o f a g e  o r  o l d e r , t o
v o t e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d e n i e d  o r
ab r i d g e d  b y  t h e  U S  o r  b y  a ny  S t a t e
o n  a c c o u n t  o f a g e .

1. REGISTER TO VOTE - 3 EASY WAYS

• Pick up a voter registration form and complete   
it in person at one of the following locations:
post offices, the DMV, state offices that 
provide public assistance, your local board of
elections office, military recruitment centers,
state offices that provide state-funded 
programs and public libraries.

• Call your local county election official or state 
Secretary of State’s office to ask for a voter 
registration form.

• Visit the World Wide Web to Register to Vote.

2. REQUESTING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT

If you are planning to vote absentee, you must 
request an absentee ballot from your local 
election office in most states, you must do this 
between 15 to 30 days before the election, so 
check the rules for your state. You can obtain 
an absentee ballot by downloading and 
printing an absentee ballot request application 
from the Web or by contacting your local 
county or city election official or register.

3. FIND OUT WHERE TO VOTE

• After you’ve mailed in your registration form,
you will receive an information booklet or 
sample ballot in the mail about where and    
when you should go to vote.

• Save the information about your polling place 
and note to date for Election Day on your 
calendar or planner.

4. VOTE!
To make it easy, you can vote in one of two 
ways.

• Go to the polling place indicated on your 
information booklet to vote on Election Day.

• Bring a photo ID with you, just to be safe! You 
might need it.

• If you are an absentee voter (someone who 
will vote in a state different than the one in 
which you are a resident), you can vote by 
mail.

2 0 0 8  I S A F E D E R A L

E L E C T I O N Y E A R !  A S A

F I R S T T I M E V O T E R , Y O U

W I L L B E C O M E A PA R T O F

T H E C H A N G E P R O C E S S .

I T I S N E V E R T O O E A R L Y

T O R E G I S T E R T O V O T E .
TA K E T I M E T O B E C O M E

K N O W L E D G E A B L E O F

T H E I S S U E S A N D T H E

C A N D I D A T E S ’ P L A T F O R M S .

B Y N O T V O T I N G , Y O U

A L L O W O T H E R S T O M A K E

D E C I S I O N S F O R Y O U.

R E M E M B E R . . .
V O T E N O V E M B E R 4 , 2 0 0 8 !

FFIRSTIRST TTIMEIME VVOTEROTER AA BBITIT OFOF VVOTINGOTING HHISTISTORORYY

IIMPORTMPORTANTANT HHISTISTORICALORICAL

MMILESTILESTONESONES ININ US VUS VOTINGOTING

TTHEHE FFOUROUR SSIMPLEIMPLE SSTEPSTEPS OFOF VVOTINGOTING



You must
•  Be a citizen of the United States
•  Be a resident of the state in which 

you are planning to register.
•  Be at least 18 years of age at the time 

of the next election.
•  Not be imprisoned or on parole for 

the conviction of a felony.
•  Not be currently judged mentally 

incompetent by law.

CCENTENNIALENTENNIAL CCONNECTIONONNECTION CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE

Soror Vanessa Rogers Long, Chairman
Centennial Connection Committee

Soror Alfredine Scott Benton, South Atlantic Region

Soror Dawn Bobbit, International Region

Soror Adrianne Surgeon, North Atlantic Region

Soror Denise Jackson, Central Region

Soror Toni Kendrick, Great Lakes Region

Soror Lillian S. Lee, Mid Atlantic Region

Soror Janice Montague-Myles, South Central Region

Soror Zelmarine Murphy, South Eastern Region

Soror Jilda Motley, Mid-Western Region

Soror Yvonne Qualls, Far Western Region

Soror Schylbea Hopkins, Directorate Liaison

Soror Dorothy Jackson, Resource

• Read your local newspaper.

• Watch your local television news.

• Visit candidates’ websites and   
learn about the issues they   
support.

• Use the Internet’s many voter-
information websites to find out 
more about local and national    
candidates for public office.

• The next chance to elect the 
President, Vice-President, and 
some members of Congress takes 
place on November 4, 2008.
Don’t wait until the last minute 
to register!

• Each state has a different   
deadline for voter registration.
Make sure you know your state’s 
deadline by going to:
http://www.usa.gov

• Each time you move to another 
city or state, you must re-register 
to vote. Follow the same steps in 
the “Four Simple Steps of
Voting.”
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VOTER REGISTRATION:

4 SIMPLE STEPS

VVOTEOTE 2008!2008!
SOROR VANESSA ROGERS LONG, CHAIRMAN

CENTENNIAL CONNECTION COMMITTEE

SOROR BARBARA A. MCKINZIE

CENTENNIAL SUPREME BASILEUS

VVOTEOTE 2008! 2008! VVOTEOTE 2008!2008!

VVOTEOTE 2008! 2008! VVOTEOTE 2008!2008!
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