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2010 Economic Survey of Black America results 

We asked, you answered. Find out what thousands of people like you have to say on the 

economy and how it hit their pocketbooks. 

By: Alyssa Giachino  

Thu, 05/06/2010 

We wanted to know how African Americans are feeling about their financial security as the 

recession begins to wind down. Thousands responded to questions in our 2010 Economic Survey 

of Black America, talking about their personal financial concerns and the direction they'd like to 

see the government take in building the economy back up again. 

Among survey respondents, there was no confusion about what public policy priorities should 

be. Ninety percent of respondents said job creation is more important than reducing the deficit - 

an opinion that counters much of the political rhetoric driven by conservatives about the U.S. 

debt crisis. 

Along with need for job creation, survey respondents reflected the anxiety about job security the 

down economy has provoked for much of America. Survey respondents said racial 

discrimination and the recession are the biggest threats to their own job security. They are least 

concerned about competition from immigrants and do not believe tougher immigration 

enforcement is necessary to create job opportunities. 

When it comes to personal finance, one of the biggest concerns of respondents was credit card 

debt, combined with worries about a lack of savings to cushion against emergencies. 

Despite their worries, survey respondents overall were optimistic about the future, with a large 

majority saying they expect the nation's economy to improve over the next year. 

Scroll down to view this slide show with details on the results. 
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